36                            TO HIS MOTHER.
gave it me; the position of a man of letters is so
uncertain, and, according to a maxim that a prophet
is without honour in his own country, more uncer-
tain in the eyes of his own University than any-
where else. And I have no doubt it is owing to
the accident of a young and original sort of man,
Lord Salisbury,1 having the making of the list
that I owe my being included in it. I do very
much hope dear old K. and Walter will manage to
come up and see it. Edward was going up any
way for an All Souls dinner to Lord Salisbury on
the 20th. The degrees are given on the 21st, so
he will certainly stay. Flu and I were going to
the Toms, but the Henry Smiths claim a promise
made by us when we refused to go there for a
Commemoration some years ago, that if ever we
came to a Commemoration we would come to them;
and to them we shall have to go. They want us
to bring Lucy and Nelly, but I think we shall only
take Lucy. What I should like would be for Jane
and William to go to the Toms, who would be
enchanted to have them. Julia is, as you have
said, hospitality itself, and they really seem to
have abundant room at present.
Your visit was delightful, only it ought to have
been longer. Since you went I have had a bad
cold, which for two or three days was on my chest,
and made me feverish; now it is in my head, and
only makes me stupid. Oxford was beautiful, and
dear Flu enjoyed it, I think; but three immense
1 Lord Salisbury was elected Chancellor of the University of
Oxford on the death of Lord Derby in 1869.